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similar apologies of the exponents of laisser-faire. It could only be after a complete change of industrial policy, that the Prime Minister would be even sane in relying on " the statesmanship of the parties/' Statesmanship would have existed if either side had possessed any personal duties of administration to perform. Government interference could have been reduced to a minimum, because instead of being concerned with pit-head baths and research, the sovereign power could have directed and assisted the policy of some national council, and left Government inspection to harder and more expert heads. By three cardinal rules of statesmanship Mr. Baldwin might have surmounted his own perplexities and risen to a pinnacle in European politics from which nothing could have dislodged him.
Fearful of the commotion that breaking vested interests would entail, and dependent on the support of dull and uninspired counsellors, the Prime Minister chose the un-heroic path of attempted conciliation. He possessed no co-ordinated ideas of this "next phase of our industrial civilisation/1 He was unnerved. The course he chose was not only unheroic but a cul-de-sac. Mr. Baldwin, with the political powers for action sat awaiting action from the politically powerless disputants. The Government drifted almost naturally into partisanship.
The coal-owners were for the greater part supporters of the Conservative Party. Taunts and criticisms became heard in the corridors of Westminster, and Mr. MacDonald called the Cabinet "a loyal sub-committee of the coal-owners/* The criticism was untrue. The real truth was plain. The Prime Minister's power had never existed. Instead of the united following of the old Protection Governments, there was then only an agglomeration of individuals herded by a doubtful document into something that was neither Conservative nor a party. Doomed to be indefinite, the leader whose power was a mockery wavered before such definite demands as even a quota or a selling agency. It was in tumbling helplessly back into the old state of affaiis